
Page 149 TITLE 2—THE CONGRESS §§ 85 to 88a 

geant at Arms of House of Representatives to give a 
bond in sum of $50,000. 

§ 83. Tenure of office of Sergeant at Arms 

Any person duly elected and qualified as Ser-
geant at Arms of the House of Representatives 
shall continue in said office until his successor 
is chosen and qualified subject, however, to re-
moval by the House of Representatives. 

(Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1256, § 6, 26 Stat. 646.) 

§§ 84, 84–1. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 
§ 204(30), (31), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1734

Section 84, act Oct. 1, 1890, ch. 1256, § 7, 26 Stat. 646, 
related to statement of disbursements by Sergeant at 
Arms. 

Section 84–1, based on H. Res. No. 6, Ninety-eighth 
Congress, Jan. 3, 1983, enacted into permanent law by 
Pub. L. 98–51, title I, § 110, July 14, 1983, 97 Stat. 269, 
fixed compensation of Postmaster of House of Rep-
resentatives. 

A prior section 84–1, based on H. Res. No. 393, § 3, 
Ninety-fifth Congress, Mar. 31, 1977, enacted into per-
manent law by Pub. L. 95–94, title I, § 115, Aug. 5, 1977, 
91 Stat. 668, provided that per annum gross rate of com-
pensation of Postmaster was to equal amount for level 
13, step 5, of House Employees Schedule. 

Another prior section 84–1, acts Aug. 5, 1955, ch. 568, 
§ 5, 69 Stat. 508; Dec. 16, 1967, Pub. L. 90–206, title II, 
§ 214(b), 81 Stat. 635, set forth compensation of Post-
master. 

§ 84–2. Compensation of Chaplain of House 

Effective May 1, 1977, and until otherwise pro-
vided by law, the per annum gross rate of com-
pensation of the Chaplain of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall be equal to the rate in effect 
from time to time for HS level 8, step 4, of the 
House Employees Schedule. 

(Pub. L. 95–391, title I, § 111, Sept. 30, 1978, 92 
Stat. 777.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The House Employees Schedule, referred to in text, is 
provided for by section 293 of this title. 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 3 of House Resolution No. 
661, Ninety-fifth Congress, July 29, 1977, which was en-
acted into permanent law by Pub. L. 95–391. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 84–2, Pub. L. 88–426, title II, § 203(f), 
Aug. 14, 1964, 78 Stat. 415; H. Res. 313, 89th Cong., Mar. 
31, 1965, as enacted by Pub. L. 89–90, § 103, July 27, 1965, 
79 Stat. 281; Pub. L. 90–206, title II, § 214(b), Dec. 16, 1967, 
81 Stat. 635, provided that the compensation of Chap-
lain of House shall be at a gross per annum rate which 
is equal to the gross per annum rate of compensation 
of Chaplain of Senate, subject to further increases. 

COMPENSATION OF INDIVIDUAL HOLDING POSITION OF 
CHAPLAIN OF HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON JULY 
14, 1983

House Resolution No. 7, Ninety-sixth Congress, Jan. 
15, 1979, which was enacted into permanent law by Pub. 
L. 98–51, title I, § 111(1), July 14, 1983, 97 Stat. 269, to be 
effective during the period in which the position of 
Chaplain of the House of Representatives is held by the 
individual holding the position on July 14, 1983, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The compensation of the Chaplain of the 
House of Representatives shall be equivalent to the 
highest rate of basic pay as in effect from time to time 
of level IV of the Executive Schedule in Section 5315 of 
Title V [5], United States Code.’’

INCREASES IN COMPENSATION 

Increases in compensation for House officers and em-
ployees under authority of Federal Salary Act of 1967 
(Pub. L. 90–206), Federal Pay Comparability Act of 1970 
(Pub. L. 91–656), and Legislative Branch Appropriations 
Act, 1988 (Pub. L. 100–202), see sections 60a–2 and 60a–2a 
of this title, and Salary Directives of Speaker of the 
House, set out as notes under those sections. 

§§ 84–3, 84–4. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section 84–3, which related to compensation of Dep-
uty Sergeant at Arms (charge of pairs), was based on 
House Resolution No. 138, Feb. 2, 1961, which was en-
acted into permanent law by Pub. L. 87–130, § 103, Aug. 
10, 1961, 75 Stat. 334. See section 291 et seq. of this title. 

Section 84–4, which related to compensation of a 
clerk-messenger in office of Parliamentarian, was 
based on House Resolution No. 603, Apr. 16, 1962, which 
was enacted into permanent law by Pub. L. 88–248, § 103, 
Dec. 30, 1963, 77 Stat. 817, and was omitted because a 
lump-sum appropriation is now made for the Office of 
Parliamentarian. 

§ 84a. Reporters for House of Representatives 

No person shall be employed as a reporter for 
the House of Representatives without the ap-
proval of the Speaker. 

(R.S. § 54.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 54 derived from act Apr. 2, 1872, ch. 79, § 3, 17 
Stat. 47. 

§ 84a–1. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 
§ 204(32), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1734

Section, based on H. Res. No. 1495, Ninety-fourth Con-
gress, Sept. 30, 1976, enacted into permanent law by 
Pub. L. 95–94, title I, § 115, Aug. 5, 1977, 91 Stat. 668; 
amended Pub. L. 101–509, title V, § 529 [title I, 
§ 101(b)(4)(G)], Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1427, 1440, related to 
adjustment of compensation of Official Reporter of De-
bates and Official Reporter to Committees. 

§ 84b. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, acts July 17, 1947, ch. 262, 61 Stat. 365; Oct. 
18, 1986, Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(j), 100 Stat. 1783–287, and 
Oct. 30, 1986, Pub. L. 99–591, § 101(j), 100 Stat. 3341–287; 
July 11, 1987, Pub. L. 100–71, title I, 101 Stat. 425, pro-
vided that on and after July 17, 1947, sums received 
from the sales of copies of transcripts of hearings of 
committees reported by such reporters be covered into 
the Treasury. See section 117e of this title. 

Amendment of section by Pub. L. 99–500 and 99–591, as 
amended by Pub. L. 100–71, is based on section 104(b) of 
title I of H.R. 5203 (see House Report 99–805 as filed in 
the House on Aug. 15, 1986), and incorporated by ref-
erence in section 101(j) of Pub. L. 99–500 and 99–591, to 
be effective as if enacted into law. Pub. L. 99–591 is a 
corrected version of Pub. L. 99–500. 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in appropriation acts which were classified to 
section 117a of this title. 

§§ 85 to 88a. Repealed. Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 
§ 204(33), (34)(A), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1734

Section 85, act Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 830, § 1, 31 Stat. 968, re-
lated to performance of duties by employees of House. 

Section 86, act Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 830, § 1, 31 Stat. 968, re-
lated to division of salaries of employees of House. 

Section 87, act Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 830, § 1, 31 Stat. 968, re-
lated to requiring or permitting employees of House to 
sublet duties. 
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Section 88, act Mar. 3, 1901, ch. 830, § 1, 31 Stat. 968, 
prescribed age limits of twelve and eighteen for service 
as pages in House of Representatives but made the re-
striction inapplicable to chief pages, riding pages, and 
telephone pages. See section 88b–1(b) of this title. 

Section 88a, act Aug. 2, 1946, ch. 753, title II, § 243, 60 
Stat. 839, related to education of Congressional and Su-
preme Court pages, authorized appropriations, and al-
lowed pages to elect to attend private or parochial 
schools. 

§ 88b. Education of other minors who are Senate 
employees 

The facilities provided for the education of 
Congressional and Supreme Court pages shall be 
available from and after January 2, 1947, also for 
the education of such other minors who are Sen-
ate employees as may be certified by the Sec-
retary of the Senate to receive such education. 

(Mar. 22, 1947, ch. 20, title I, 61 Stat. 16; Pub. L. 
98–367, title I, § 103, July 17, 1984, 98 Stat. 479; 
Pub. L. 104–186, title II, § 204(35), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 
Stat. 1735.) 

CODIFICATION 

The first paragraph of this section is based on act 
Mar. 22, 1947. 

The second paragraph was based on H. Res. No. 279, 
Ninety-eighth Congress, July 21, 1983, enacted into per-
manent law by Pub. L. 98–367. See 1996 Amendment note 
below. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–186, in first par., substituted ‘‘Sen-
ate employees’’ for ‘‘congressional employees’’ and 
struck out ‘‘and the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives’’ after ‘‘Secretary of the Senate’’, and struck out 
second par. which read as follows: ‘‘This section shall 
not apply to any minor who is an employee of the 
House of Representatives or to any educational facility 
under the House of Representatives Page Board.’’

§ 88b–1. Congressional pages 

(a) Appointment conditions 

A person shall not be appointed as a page of 
the Senate or House of Representatives—

(1) unless he agrees that, in the absence of 
unforeseen circumstances preventing his serv-
ice as a page after his appointment, he will 
continue to serve as a page for the period spec-
ified in writing at the time of the appoint-
ment; and 

(2) until complete information in writing is 
transmitted to his parent or parents, his legal 
guardian, or other appropriate person or per-
sons acting as his parent or parents, with re-
spect to the nature of the work of pages, their 
pay, their working conditions (including hours 
and scheduling of work), and the housing ac-
commodations available to pages. 

(b) Qualifications 

A person shall not serve as a page—
(1) of the Senate before he has attained the 

age of sixteen years; or 
(2) of the House of Representatives before he 

has attained the age of sixteen years. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 491(a)–(d), Oct. 26, 1970, 
84 Stat. 1198; Pub. L. 97–51, §§ 101(c), 123, Oct. 1, 
1981, 95 Stat. 959, 965; Pub. L. 104–186, title II, 
§ 204(36), Aug. 20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1735; Pub. L. 
108–447, div. G, title I, § 9, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 
3170.) 

CODIFICATION 

Repeal of subsecs. (c) and (d) of this section is based 
on section 304(a) of H.R. 4120, as reported July 9, 1981, 
which was enacted into permanent law by section 101(c) 
of Pub. L. 97–51 and amended by section 123 of Pub. L. 
97–51. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 108–447 substituted ‘‘six-
teen’’ for ‘‘fourteen’’. 

1996—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 104–186, § 204(36)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘the period specified in writing at the time of 
the appointment’’ for ‘‘a period of not less than two 
months’’. 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104–186, § 204(36)(B), substituted a 
period for ‘‘; or’’ at end of par. (2) and struck out con-
cluding provisions which read as follows: ‘‘(except in 
the case of a chief page, telephone page, or riding page) 
during any session of the Congress which begins after 
he has attained the age of eighteen years.’’

1981—Subsecs. (c), (d). Pub. L. 97–51 struck out sub-
secs. (c) and (d) which had provided, respectively, that 
pay of pages of the Senate began not more than five 
days before the convening or reconvening of a session 
of the Congress or of the Senate and continued until 
the end of the month during which the Congress or the 
Senate adjourned or recessed or until the fourteenth 
day after such adjournment or recess, whichever was 
the later date, except that, in any case in which the 
Congress or the Senate adjourned or recessed on or be-
fore the last day of July for a period of at least thirty 
days but not more than forty-five days, such pay would 
continue until the end of such period of adjournment or 
recess, and that the pay of pages of the House of Rep-
resentatives began not more than five days before the 
convening of a session of the Congress and continued 
until the end of the month during which the Congress 
adjourned sine die or recessed or until the fourteenth 
day after such adjournment or recess, whichever was 
the later date, except that, in any case in which the 
House adjourned or recessed on or before the last day 
of July in any year for a period of at least thirty days 
but not more than forty-five days, such pay would con-
tinue until the end of such period of adjournment or re-
cess. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Subsecs. (a), (c), and (d) of this section effective im-
mediately prior to noon on Jan. 3, 1971, see section 
601(1) of Pub. L. 91–510, set out as an Effective Date of 
1970 Amendment note under section 72a of this title. 

Section 491(f) of Pub. L. 91–510 provided that: ‘‘Sub-
section (b) of this section shall become effective on 
January 3, 1971, but the provisions of such subsection 
limiting service as a page to persons who have attained 
the age of sixteen years shall not be construed to pro-
hibit the continued service of any page appointed prior 
to the date of enactment of this Act [Oct. 26, 1970].’’

PAY OF PAGES BETWEEN RECESS OR ADJOURNMENT 

Prior to the repeal of subsecs. (c) and (d) of section 
88b–1 of this title by Pub. L. 97–51, provisions for con-
tinuing the pay of pages of the Senate and House of 
Representatives during specific periods of recess or ad-
journment of Congress by making such subsecs. (b) and 
(c) inapplicable to the pay of pages during such periods, 
were contained in the following appropriation acts: 

Pub. L. 97–12, title I, June 5, 1981, 95 Stat. 65. 
Pub. L. 96–536, § 101(c), Dec. 16, 1980, 94 Stat. 3167. 
Pub. L. 96–38, title III, § 303, July 25, 1979, 93 Stat. 142. 

Subsequently repealed by Pub. L. 97–51, §§ 101(c), 123, 
Oct. 1, 1981, 95 Stat. 965. 

Pub. L. 95–391, title III, § 305, Sept. 30, 1978, 92 Stat. 
789. 

§ 88b–2. House of Representatives Page Board; 
establishment and purpose 

Until otherwise provided by law, there is here-
by established a board to be known as the House 
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