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REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 

RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 

or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 

Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 

under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-

zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, § 101(c)(1)] 

of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note under section 5376 

of Title 5. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

‘‘Department of Education’’ substituted for ‘‘Depart-

ment of Health, Education, and Welfare’’ in subsec. 

(a)(1) pursuant to sections 301(a)(4)(A), (C), (b)(3) and 507 

of Pub. L. 96–88, which are classified to sections 

3441(a)(4)(A), (C), (b)(3) and 3507 of Title 20, Education, 

and which transferred to the Department of Education 

the functions and offices of the Department of Health, 

Education, and Welfare that had the major govern-

mental function in the field of vocational rehabilita-

tion for the blind and other severely handicapped and 

administered related vocational rehabiliation programs 

for individuals with disabilities. 

§ 47. Duties and powers of the Committee 

(a) Procurement list: publication in Federal Reg-
ister; additions and removals 

(1) The Committee shall establish and publish 
in the Federal Register a list (hereafter in sec-
tions 46 to 48c of this title referred to as the 
‘‘procurement list’’) of—

(A) the commodities produced by any quali-
fied nonprofit agency for the blind or by any 
qualified nonprofit agency for other severely 
handicapped, and 

(B) the services provided by any such agen-
cy,

which the Committee determines are suitable 
for procurement by the Government pursuant to 
sections 46 to 48c of this title. Such list shall be 
established and published in the Federal Reg-
ister before the expiration of the thirty-day pe-
riod beginning on Aug. 1, 1971, and shall initially 
consist of the commodities contained, on such 
date, in the schedule of blind-made products is-
sued by the former Committee on Purchases of 
Blind-Made Products under its regulations. 

(2) The Committee may, by rule made in ac-
cordance with the requirements of subsections 
(b), (c), (d), and (e) of section 553 of title 5, add 
to and remove from the procurement list com-
modities so produced and services so provided. 

(b) Fair market price; price revisions 

The Committee shall determine the fair mar-
ket price of commodities and services which are 
contained on the procurement list and which are 
offered for sale to the Government by any quali-
fied nonprofit agency for the blind or any such 
agency for other severely handicapped. The 
Committee shall also revise from time to time 
in accordance with changing market conditions 
its price determinations with respect to such 
commodities and services. 

(c) Central nonprofit agency; designation 

The Committee shall designate a central non-
profit agency or agencies to facilitate the dis-
tribution (by direct allocation, subcontract, or 
any other means) of orders of the Government 
for commodities and services on the procure-
ment list among qualified nonprofit agencies for 

the blind or such agencies for other severely 
handicapped. 

(d) Rules and regulations; blind-made products, 
priority 

(1) The Committee may make rules and regu-
lations regarding (A) specifications for commod-
ities and services on the procurement list, (B) 
the time of their delivery, and (C) such other 
matters as may be necessary to carry out the 
purposes of sections 46 to 48c of this title. 

(2) The Committee shall prescribe regulations 
providing that—

(A) in the purchase by the Government of 
commodities produced and offered for sale by 
qualified nonprofit agencies for the blind or 
such agencies for other severely handicapped, 
priority shall be accorded to commodities pro-
duced and offered for sale by qualified non-
profit agencies for the blind, and 

(B) in the purchase by the Government of 
services offered by nonprofit agencies for the 
blind or such agencies for other severely 
handicapped, priority shall, until the end of 
the calendar year ending December 31, 1976, be 
accorded to services offered for sale by quali-
fied nonprofit agencies for the blind. 

(e) Problems and production methods; study and 
evaluation 

The Committee shall make a continuing study 
and evaluation of its activities under sections 46 
to 48c of this title for the purpose of assuring ef-
fective and efficient administration of sections 
46 to 48c of this title. The Committee may study 
(on its own or in cooperation with other public 
or nonprofit private agencies) (1) problems relat-
ed to the employment of the blind and of other 
severely handicapped individuals, and (2) the de-
velopment and adaptation of production meth-
ods which would enable a greater utilization of 
the blind and other severely handicapped indi-
viduals. 

(June 25, 1938, ch. 697, § 2, 52 Stat. 1196; Pub. L. 
92–28, § 1, June 23, 1971, 85 Stat. 79.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1971—Pub. L. 92–28, in substituting subsecs. (a) to (e) 

for former paragraph, among other changes: extended 

provisions to cover commodities and services of agen-

cies for the blind and other severely handicapped, pre-

viously limited to brooms and mops and other suitable 

commodities manufactured by agencies for the blind; 

inserted provisions incorporated in subsecs. (a) and (e); 

incorporated in subsec. (b) provisions for determination 

of fair market price and price revisions; incorporated in 

subsec. (c) provisions for designation of a central non-

profit agency, providing for distribution by direct allo-

cation, subcontract, or any other means; incorporated 

existing provisions in subsec. (d)(1), adding par. (2) 

thereof; and struck out provision that no change in 

prices shall become effective prior to expiration of fif-

teen days from date on which such change is made by 

the Committee. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1971 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 92–28 effective Aug. 1, 1971, see 

section 2 of Pub. L. 92–28, set out as a note under sec-

tion 46 of this title. 

§ 48. Procurement requirements for the Govern-
ment; nonapplication to prison-made prod-
ucts 

If any entity of the Government intends to 
procure any commodity or service on the pro-
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