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semiannual, or other regular periodic report listed in 
House Document No. 103–7 (in which the 7th item on 
page 138 identifies a report to Congress in a provision 
which, as subsequently amended, is contained in sub-
sec. (j) of this section), see section 3003 of Pub. L. 
104–66, as amended, set out as a note under section 1113 
of Title 31, Money and Finance. 

OFFICE OF AIRLINE INFORMATION 

Pub. L. 106–181, title I, § 103(b), Apr. 5, 2000, 114 Stat. 
67, provided that: ‘‘There is authorized to be appro-
priated from the Airport and Airway Trust Fund to the 
Secretary [of Transportation] $4,000,000 for fiscal years 
beginning after September 30, 2000, to fund the activi-
ties of the Office of Airline Information in the Bureau 
of Transportation Statistics of the Department of 
Transportation.’’

INTERNATIONAL TRADE TRAFFIC 

Pub. L. 105–178, title V, § 5115, June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 
446, as amended by Pub. L. 105–206, title IX, § 9011(e), 
July 22, 1998, 112 Stat. 864, provided that: 

‘‘(a) STUDY.—The Director of the Bureau of Transpor-
tation Statistics shall carry out a study—

‘‘(1) to measure the ton-miles and value-miles of 
international trade traffic carried by highway for 
each State; 

‘‘(2) to evaluate the accuracy and reliability of such 
measures for use in the formula for highway appor-
tionments; 

‘‘(3) to evaluate the accuracy and reliability of the 
use of diesel fuel data as a measure of international 
trade traffic by State; and 

‘‘(4) to identify needed improvements in long-term 
data collection programs to provide accurate and re-
liable measures of international traffic for use in the 
formula for highway apportionments. 
‘‘(b) BASIS FOR EVALUATIONS.—The study shall evalu-

ate the accuracy and reliability of measures for use as 
formula factors based on statistical quality standards 
developed by the Bureau of Transportation Statistics, 
in consultation with the Committee on National Sta-
tistics of the National Academy of Sciences. 

‘‘(c) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after the date of 
enactment of this Act [June 9, 1998], the Director shall 
submit to the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works of the Senate and the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives a report on the results of the study carried out 
under subsection (a), including recommendations for 
changes in law necessary to implement the identified 
needs for improvements in long-term data collection 
programs.’’

ADVISORY COUNCIL ON TRANSPORTATION STATISTICS 

Section 6007 of Pub. L. 102–240 provided that: 
‘‘(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Director of the Bureau of 

Transportation Statistics shall establish an Advisory 
Council on Transportation Statistics. 

‘‘(b) FUNCTION.—It shall be the function of the advi-
sory council established under this section to advise 
the Director of the Bureau of Transportation Statistics 
on transportation statistics and analyses, including 
whether or not the statistics and analysis disseminated 
by the Bureau of Transportation Statistics are of high 
quality and are based upon the best available objective 
information. 

‘‘(c) MEMBERSHIP.—The advisory council established 
under this section shall be composed of not more than 
6 members appointed by the Director who are not offi-
cers or employees of the United States and who (except 
for 1 member who shall have expertise in economics 
and 1 member who shall have expertise in statistics) 
have expertise in transportation statistics and anal-
ysis. 

‘‘(d) APPLICABILITY OF FEDERAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
ACT.—The Federal Advisory Committee Act [5 App. 
U.S.C.] shall apply to the advisory council established 
under this section, except that section 14 of the Federal 

Advisory Committee Act shall not apply to the Advi-
sory Committee established under this section.’’

STUDY OF DATA COLLECTION PROCEDURES AND 
CAPABILITIES OF DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Section 6008 of Pub. L. 102–240 provided that: 
‘‘(a) STUDY.—Not later than 1 year after the date of 

the establishment of the Bureau of Transportation Sta-
tistics, the Secretary shall enter into an agreement 
with the National Academy of Sciences to conduct a 
study on the adequacy of data collection procedures 
and capabilities of the Department of Transportation. 

‘‘(b) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall enter into 
the agreement under subsection (a) in consultation 
with the Director of the Bureau of Transportation Sta-
tistics. 

‘‘(c) CONTENTS.—The study under subsection (a) shall 
include an evaluation of the Department of Transpor-
tation’s data collection resources, needs, and require-
ments and an assessment and evaluation of the sys-
tems, capabilities, and procedures established by the 
Department to meet such needs and requirements, in-
cluding the following: 

‘‘(1) Data collection procedures and capabilities. 
‘‘(2) Data analysis procedures and capabilities. 
‘‘(3) Ability of data bases to integrate with one an-

other. 
‘‘(4) Computer hardware and software capabilities. 
‘‘(5) Information management systems, including 

the ability of information management systems to 
integrate with one another. 

‘‘(6) Availability and training of the personnel of 
the Department. 

‘‘(7) Budgetary needs and resources of the Depart-
ment for data collection. 
‘‘(d) REPORT.—Not later than 18 months after the date 

of the agreement under subsection (a), the National 
Academy of Sciences shall transmit to Congress a re-
port on the results of the study under this section, in-
cluding recommendations for improving the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s data collection systems, ca-
pabilities, procedures, and analytical hardware and 
software and recommendations for improving the De-
partment’s management information systems.’’

§ 112. Research and Innovative Technology Ad-
ministration 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Research and Inno-
vative Technology Administration shall be an 
administration in the Department of Transpor-
tation. 

(b) ADMINISTRATOR.—
(1) APPOINTMENT.—The Administration shall 

be headed by an Administrator who shall be 
appointed by the President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. 

(2) REPORTING.—The Administrator shall re-
port directly to the Secretary.

(c) DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR.—The Administra-
tion shall have a Deputy Administrator who 
shall be appointed by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation. The Deputy Administrator shall carry 
out duties and powers prescribed by the Admin-
istrator. 

(d) POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE ADMINIS-
TRATOR.—The Administrator shall carry out—

(1) powers and duties prescribed by the Sec-
retary for—

(A) coordination, facilitation, and review 
of the Department’s research and develop-
ment programs and activities; 

(B) advancement, and research and devel-
opment, of innovative technologies, includ-
ing intelligent transportation systems; 

(C) comprehensive transportation statis-
tics research, analysis, and reporting; 
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(D) education and training in transpor-
tation and transportation-related fields; and 

(E) activities of the Volpe National Trans-
portation Center; and

(2) other powers and duties prescribed by the 
Secretary. 

(Added Pub. L. 102–508, title IV, § 401(a), Oct. 24, 
1992, 106 Stat. 3310; amended Pub. L. 103–429, 
§ 6(1), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat. 4378; Pub. L. 108–426, 
§ 4(a), Nov. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2425.) 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Pub. L. 108–426, § 4(a)(1), substituted ‘‘Research 
and Innovative Technology Administration’’ for ‘‘Re-
search and Special Programs Administration’’ in sec-
tion catchline. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 108–426, § 4(a)(2), added subsec. (a) 
and struck out heading and text of former subsec. (a). 
Text read as follows: ‘‘There is established in the De-
partment of Transportation a Research and Special 
Programs Administration.’’

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 108–426, § 4(a)(3), added subsec. (d) 
and struck out heading and text of former subsec. (d) 
which related to the responsibilities of the Adminis-
trator of the Research and Special Programs Adminis-
tration. 

Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 108–426, § 4(a)(4), struck out head-
ing and text of subsec. (e). Text read as follows: ‘‘Noth-
ing in this section shall affect any delegation of au-
thority, regulation, order, approval, exemption, waiver, 
contract, or other administrative act of the Secretary 
with respect to laws administered through the Re-
search and Special Programs Administration of the De-
partment of Transportation on October 24, 1992.’’

1994—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 103–429 substituted ‘‘October 
24, 1992’’ for ‘‘the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion’’. 

NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION 
PROGRAMS ADMINISTERED BY SECRETARY OF TRANS-
PORTATION 

Pub. L. 108–426, § 4(b), Nov. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2425, pro-
vided that: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Nothing in this Act [see Short Title 
of 2004 Amendment note set out under section 101 of 
this title] shall grant any authority to the Research 
and Innovative Technology Administration over re-
search and other programs, activities, standards, or 
regulations administered by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation through the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration. 

‘‘(2) APPLICABILITY.—Paragraph (1) shall not apply to 
the research and other programs, activities, standards, 
or regulations provided for in highway and traffic safe-
ty programs, administered by the Secretary through 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 
in title 23, United States Code, and chapter 303 of title 
49, United States Code, as in effect on the date of enact-
ment of this Act [Nov. 30, 2004].’’

TRANSFER OF DUTIES AND POWERS OF RESEARCH AND 
SPECIAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATION 

Pub. L. 108–426, § 4(d), Nov. 30, 2004, 118 Stat. 2426, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The authority of the Research and Special 
Programs Administration, other than authority exer-
cised under chapters 51, 57, 61, 601, and 603 of title 49, 
United States Code, is transferred to the Administrator 
of the Research and Innovative Technology Adminis-
tration.’’

For transfer of authority of the Research and Special 
Programs Administration exercised under chapters 51, 
57, 61, 601, and 603 of this title to the Administrator of 
the Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Adminis-
tration, see section 2(b) of Pub. L. 108–426, set out as a 
note under section 108 of this title. 

DEVELOPMENT OF UNDERGROUND UTILITY LOCATION 
TECHNOLOGIES 

Section 306 of Pub. L. 102–508 provided that: 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Transportation 
shall carry out a research and development program on 
underground utility location technologies. 

‘‘(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out this section 
$500,000 for fiscal years beginning after September 30, 
1992. Such sums shall remain available until expended.’’

§ 113. Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administra-
tion 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration shall be an administra-
tion of the Department of Transportation. 

(b) SAFETY AS HIGHEST PRIORITY.—In carrying 
out its duties, the Administration shall consider 
the assignment and maintenance of safety as 
the highest priority, recognizing the clear in-
tent, encouragement, and dedication of Congress 
to the furtherance of the highest degree of safe-
ty in motor carrier transportation. 

(c) ADMINISTRATOR.—The head of the Adminis-
tration shall be the Administrator who shall be 
appointed by the President, by and with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate, and shall be an 
individual with professional experience in motor 
carrier safety. The Administrator shall report 
directly to the Secretary of Transportation. 

(d) DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR.—The Administra-
tion shall have a Deputy Administrator ap-
pointed by the Secretary, with the approval of 
the President. The Deputy Administrator shall 
carry out duties and powers prescribed by the 
Administrator. 

(e) CHIEF SAFETY OFFICER.—The Administra-
tion shall have an Assistant Federal Motor Car-
rier Safety Administrator appointed in the com-
petitive service by the Secretary, with the ap-
proval of the President. The Assistant Adminis-
trator shall be the Chief Safety Officer of the 
Administration. The Assistant Administrator 
shall carry out the duties and powers prescribed 
by the Administrator. 

(f) POWERS AND DUTIES.—The Administrator 
shall carry out—

(1) duties and powers related to motor car-
riers or motor carrier safety vested in the Sec-
retary by chapters 5, 51, 55, 57, 59, 133 through 
149, 311, 313, 315, and 317 and by section 18 of 
the Noise Control Act of 1972 (42 U.S.C. 4917; 86 
Stat. 1249–1250); except as otherwise delegated 
by the Secretary to any agency of the Depart-
ment of Transportation other than the Federal 
Highway Administration, as of October 8, 1999; 
and 

(2) additional duties and powers prescribed 
by the Secretary.

(g) LIMITATION ON TRANSFER OF POWERS AND 
DUTIES.—A duty or power specified in subsection 
(f)(1) may only be transferred to another part of 
the Department when specifically provided by 
law. 

(h) EFFECT OF CERTAIN DECISIONS.—A decision 
of the Administrator involving a duty or power 
specified in subsection (f)(1) and involving no-
tice and hearing required by law is administra-
tively final. 

(i) CONSULTATION.—The Administrator shall 
consult with the Federal Highway Adminis-
trator and with the National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administrator on matters related to 
highway and motor carrier safety. 


