§57b

CODIFICATION

Section is based on House Resolution No. 1372, §1,
Ninety-fourth Congress, July 1, 1976, which was enacted
into permanent law by Pub. L. 94-440.

AMENDMENTS

1996—Pub. L. 104-186 amended section generally. Prior
to amendment, section consisted of subsecs. (a) and (b)
relating to limitations on authority of the Committee
on House Administration to fix and adjust allowances.

CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-
tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999.

§57b. Representational allowance for Members
of House of Representatives

(a) In general

There is established for the House of Rep-
resentatives a single allowance, to be known as
the ‘“‘Members’ Representational Allowance’’,
which shall be available to support the conduct
of the official and representational duties of a
Member of the House of Representatives with re-
spect to the district from which the Member is
elected.

(b) Merger

The Clerk Hire Allowance, the Official Ex-
penses Allowance, and the Official Mail Allow-
ance, as in effect on the day before September 1,
1995, are merged into the Members’ Representa-
tional Allowance.

(c) “Member of the House of Representatives” de-
fined

As used in this section, the term ‘‘Member of
the House of Representatives’” means a Rep-
resentative in, or a Delegate or Resident Com-
missioner to, the Congress.

(d) Regulations

The Committee on House Oversight of the
House of Representatives shall have authority
to prescribe regulations to carry out this sec-
tion.

(e) Effective date

This section shall take effect on September 1,
1995 and shall apply with respect to official and
representational duties carried out on or after
that date.

(Pub. L. 104-186, title I, §101, Aug. 20, 1996, 110
Stat. 1719.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 57b, Pub. L. 104-53, title III, §314, Nov.
19, 1995, 109 Stat. 538, provided that, effective Sept. 1,
1995, Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-
resentatives had authority to combine House of Rep-
resentatives Clerk Hire Allowance, Official Expenses
Allowance, and Official Mail Allowance into single al-
lowance, to be known as the ‘“‘Members’ Representa-
tional Allowance’ and to prescribe regulations relating
to allocations, expenditures, and other matters with re-
spect to Members’ Representational Allowance.

CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-
resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-
tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-
tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999.
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§58. Mail, telegraph, telephone, stationery, office
supplies, and home State office and travel ex-
penses for Senators

(a) Authorization for payment from Senate con-
tingent fund

The contingent fund of the Senate is made
available for payment (including reimburse-
ment) to or on behalf of each Senator, upon cer-
tification of the Senator, for the following ex-
penses incurred by the Senator and his staff:

(1) telecommunications equipment and serv-
ices subject to such regulations as may be pro-
mulgated by the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration of the Senate;

(2)(A) stationery and other office supplies
procured for use for official business, and

(B) metered charges for use of copying equip-
ment provided by the Sergeant at Arms and
Doorkeeper of the Senate;

(3)[(A) Repealed. Pub. L. 101-520, title I, §11,
Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 2260] (B) postage on, and
fees and charges in connection with official
mail matter sent through the mail other than
the franking privilege upon certification by
the Senate Sergeant at Arms and subject to
such regulations as may be promulgated by
the Committee on Rules and Administration,
and (C) costs incurred in the preparation of re-
quired official reports, and the acquisition of
mailing lists to be used for official purposes,
and in the mailing, delivery, or transmitting
of matters relating to official business;

(4) official office expenses incurred (other
than for equipment and furniture and expenses
described in paragraphs (1) through (3)) for an
office in his home State;

(5) expenses incurred for publications print-
ed or recorded in any way for auditory and vis-
ual use (including subscriptions to books,
newspapers, magazines, clipping, and other in-
formation services);

(6) subject to the provisions of subsection (e)
of this section, reimbursement of travel ex-
penses incurred by the Senator and employees
in his office;

(7) expenses incurred for additional office
equipment and services related thereto (but
not including personal services), in accordance
with regulations promulgated by the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration of the
Senate;

(8) charges officially incurred for recording
and photographic services and products; and

(9) such other official expenses as the Sen-
ator determines to be necessary.

Payment under this section shall be made only
upon presentation of itemized vouchers for ex-
penses incurred and, in the case of expenses paid
or reimbursed under paragraphs (6) and (9), only
upon presentation of detailed itemized vouchers
for such expenses. Vouchers presented for pay-
ment under this section shall be accompanied by
such documentation as is required under regula-
tions promulgated by the Committee on Rules
and Administration of the Senate. No payment
shall be made under paragraph (4) or (9) for any
expense incurred for entertainment or meals.

(b) Limits for authorized expenses; recalculation

formula

(1)(A) Except as is otherwise provided in the
succeeding paragraphs of this subsection and



