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1990—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 101–595 added subsec. (c). 
1988—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 100–448 designated existing 

provisions as par. (1), substituted ‘‘Subject to para-
graph (2), the Coast Guard’’ for ‘‘The Coast Guard’’, and 
added par. (2). 

1970—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 91–278 substituted ‘‘on and 
under the high seas and on and under the waters’’ for 
‘‘on the high seas and on waters’’ in introductory text. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and 
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities 
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security, 
and for treatment of related references, see sections 
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set 
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6. 

MODERNIZATION OF NATIONAL DISTRESS AND RESPONSE 
SYSTEM 

Pub. L. 107–295, title III, § 346, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat. 
2107, provided that: 

‘‘(a) REPORT.—The Secretary of the department in 
which the Coast Guard is operating shall prepare a 
status report on the modernization of the National Dis-
tress and Response System and transmit the report, 
not later than 60 days after the date of enactment of 
this Act [Nov. 25, 2002] and annually thereafter until 
completion of the project, to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate and 
the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of 
the House of Representatives. 

‘‘(b) CONTENTS.—The report required by subsection (a) 
shall— 

‘‘(1) set forth the scope of the modernization, the 
schedule for completion of the System, and informa-
tion on progress in meeting the schedule and on any 
anticipated delays; 

‘‘(2) specify the funding expended to-date on the 
System, the funding required to complete the Sys-
tem, and the purposes for which the funds were or 
will be expended; 

‘‘(3) describe and map the existing public and pri-
vate communications coverage throughout the wa-
ters of the coastal and internal regions of the con-
tinental United States, Alaska, Hawaii, Guam, and 
the Caribbean, and identify locations that possess di-
rection-finding, asset-tracking communications, and 
digital selective calling service; 

‘‘(4) identify areas of high risk to boaters and Coast 
Guard personnel due to communications gaps; 

‘‘(5) specify steps taken by the Secretary to fill ex-
isting gaps in coverage, including obtaining direc-
tion-finding equipment, digital recording systems, 
asset-tracking communications, use of commercial 
VHF services, and digital selective calling services 
that meet or exceed Global Maritime Distress and 
Safety System requirements adopted under the Inter-
national Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea [see 
33 U.S.C. 1602 and notes thereunder]; 

‘‘(6) identify the number of VHF–FM radios 
equipped with digital selective calling sold to United 
States boaters; 

‘‘(7) list all reported marine accidents, casualties, 
and fatalities occurring in areas with existing com-
munications gaps or failures, including incidents as-
sociated with gaps in VHF–FM coverage or digital se-
lected calling capabilities and failures associated 
with inadequate communications equipment aboard 
the involved vessels during calendar years 1997 and 
thereafter; 

‘‘(8) identify existing systems available to close all 
identified marine safety gaps before January 1, 2003, 
including expeditious receipt and response by appro-
priate Coast Guard operations centers to VHF–FM 
digital selective calling distress signal; and 

‘‘(9) identify actions taken to-date to implement 
the recommendations of the National Transportation 
Safety Board in its Report No. MAR–99–01.’’ 

HELICOPTER RESCUE SWIMMING PROGRAM 

Pub. L. 98–557, § 9, Oct. 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 2862, required 
Secretary of department in which Coast Guard was op-
erating to use such sums as necessary, from amounts 
appropriated for operation and maintenance of Coast 
Guard, to establish helicopter rescue swimming pro-
gram for purpose of training selected Coast Guard per-
sonnel in rescue swimming skills, prior to repeal by 
Pub. L. 104–324, title II, § 213(b), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3915. 

COAST GUARD POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR TOWING 
AND SALVAGE OF DISABLED VESSELS FOR MINIMIZA-
TION OF COAST GUARD COMPETITION OR INTER-
FERENCE WITH COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE 

Pub. L. 97–322, title I, § 113, Oct. 15, 1982, 96 Stat. 1585, 
as amended by Pub. L. 100–448, § 30(b), Sept. 28, 1988, 102 
Stat. 1850, provided that: ‘‘The Commandant of the 
Coast Guard shall review Coast Guard policies and pro-
cedures for towing and salvage of disabled vessels in 
order to further minimize the possibility of Coast 
Guard competition or interference (other than by the 
Coast Guard Auxiliary) with private towing activities 
or other commercial enterprise.’’ 

§ 89. Law enforcement 

(a) The Coast Guard may make inquiries, ex-
aminations, inspections, searches, seizures, and 
arrests upon the high seas and waters over 
which the United States has jurisdiction, for the 
prevention, detection, and suppression of viola-
tions of laws of the United States. For such pur-
poses, commissioned, warrant, and petty officers 
may at any time go on board of any vessel sub-
ject to the jurisdiction, or to the operation of 
any law, of the United States, address inquiries 
to those on board, examine the ship’s documents 
and papers, and examine, inspect, and search the 
vessel and use all necessary force to compel 
compliance. When from such inquiries, examina-
tion, inspection, or search it appears that a 
breach of the laws of the United States render-
ing a person liable to arrest is being, or has been 
committed, by any person, such person shall be 
arrested or, if escaping to shore, shall be imme-
diately pursued and arrested on shore, or other 
lawful and appropriate action shall be taken; or, 
if it shall appear that a breach of the laws of the 
United States has been committed so as to 
render such vessel, or the merchandise, or any 
part thereof, on board of, or brought into the 
United States by, such vessel, liable to forfeit-
ure, or so as to render such vessel liable to a fine 
or penalty and if necessary to secure such fine 
or penalty, such vessel or such merchandise, or 
both, shall be seized. 

(b) The officers of the Coast Guard insofar as 
they are engaged, pursuant to the authority 
contained in this section, in enforcing any law 
of the United States shall: 

(1) be deemed to be acting as agents of the 
particular executive department or independ-
ent establishment charged with the adminis-
tration of the particular law; and 

(2) be subject to all the rules and regulations 
promulgated by such department or independ-
ent establishment with respect to the enforce-
ment of that law. 

(c) The provisions of this section are in addi-
tion to any powers conferred by law upon such 
officers, and not in limitation of any powers 
conferred by law upon such officers, or any other 
officers of the United States. 
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(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 502; Aug. 3, 1950, ch. 
536, § 1, 64 Stat. 406.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§ 45–47, 51, 52, 66, 67, 
104, and on title 33, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 755 (R.S. 2747, 2758, 
2760, 2762; June 18, 1878, ch. 265, § 4, 20 Stat. 163; June 16, 
1880, ch. 235, 21 Stat. 263; June 22, 1936, ch. 705, §§ 1–3, 49 
Stat. 1820; July 11, 1941, ch. 290, § 7, 55 Stat. 585). 

The words ‘‘or such merchandise’’ are inserted in the 
last clause of subsection (a) in order to provide for situ-
ations where it may be desirable to seize merchandise 
without seizing the vessel. 

Changes were made in phraseology. 81st Congress, 
House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1950—Subsec. (a). Act Aug. 3, 1950, struck out ‘‘to’’ be-
fore ‘‘examine’’ in second sentence. 

ANNUAL REPORT ON DRUG INTERDICTION 

Pub. L. 104–324, title I, § 103, Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3905, as amended by Pub. L. 109–241, title IX, § 901(p)(1), 
July 11, 2006, 120 Stat. 565, provided that: ‘‘Not later 
than 30 days after the end of each fiscal year, the Sec-
retary of the department in which the Coast Guard is 
operating shall submit to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation of the Senate and the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the 
House of Representatives a report on all expenditures 
related to drug interdiction activities of the Coast 
Guard on an annual basis.’’ 

ENHANCED DRUG-INTERDICTION ASSISTANCE 

Pub. L. 99–145, title XIV, § 1421, Nov. 8, 1985, 99 Stat. 
750, required assignment of a member of the Coast 
Guard to each surface naval vessel at sea in a drug- 
interdiction area to perform law enforcement func-
tions, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 99–570, title III, 
§ 3053(b)(3), Oct. 27, 1986, 100 Stat. 3207–76. See section 
379 of Title 10, Armed Forces. 

§ 90. Ocean stations 

(a) The Coast Guard is authorized to operate 
and maintain floating ocean stations for the 
purpose of providing search and rescue, commu-
nication, and air navigation facilities, and mete-
orological services in such ocean areas as are 
regularly traversed by aircraft of the United 
States. 

(b) The Coast Guard is authorized, subject to 
approval by the Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration, to operate, on floating 
ocean stations authorized herein, such air navi-
gation facilities as the Administrator may find 
necessary or desirable for the safe and efficient 
protection and control of air traffic. The Coast 
Guard, in establishing, maintaining, or operat-
ing such air navigation facilities shall request 
the cooperation of the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration to the end that 
the personnel and facilities of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration will be utilized to the full-
est possible advantage. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 502; Pub. L. 85–726, 
title XIV, § 1404, Aug. 23, 1958, 72 Stat. 808; Pub. 
L. 94–546, § 1(8), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2519.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§ 50k, 50l (June 22, 
1948, ch. 600, 62 Stat. 574). 

Changes were made in phraseology. 81st Congress, 
House Report No. 557. 

AMENDMENTS 

1976—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 94–546 substituted ‘‘Federal 
Aviation Administration’’ for ‘‘Federal Aviation Agen-
cy’’ wherever appearing. 

1958—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 85–726 substituted ‘‘Admin-
istrator of the Federal Aviation Agency’’ for ‘‘Adminis-
trator of Civil Aeronautics’’ in two places, and ‘‘Fed-
eral Aviation Agency’’ for ‘‘Civil Aeronautics Adminis-
tration’’. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1958 AMENDMENT 

Section 1505(2) of Pub. L. 85–726, title XV, Aug. 23, 
1958, 72 Stat. 810, provided that the amendment made 
by Pub. L. 85–726 shall be effective on the 60th day fol-
lowing the date on which the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Agency [now Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration] first appointed under Pub. L. 85–726 qualifies 
and takes office. The Administrator was appointed, 
qualified, and took office on Oct. 31, 1958. 

§ 91. Safety of naval vessels 

(a) The Secretary may control the anchorage 
and movement of any vessel in the navigable 
waters of the United States to ensure the safety 
or security of any United States naval vessel in 
those waters. 

(b) If the Secretary does not exercise the au-
thority in subsection (a) of this section and im-
mediate action is required, the senior naval offi-
cer present in command may control the an-
chorage or movement of any vessel in the navi-
gable waters of the United States to ensure the 
safety and security of any United States naval 
vessel under the officer’s command. 

(c) If a person violates, or a vessel is operated 
in violation of, this section or a regulation or 
order issued under this section, the person or 
vessel is subject to the enforcement provisions 
in section 13 of the Ports and Waterways Safety 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1232). 

(d) As used in this section ‘‘navigable waters 
of the United States’’ includes all waters of the 
territorial sea of the United States as described 
in Presidential Proclamation No. 5928 of Decem-
ber 27, 1988. 

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 503; Pub. L. 99–640, 
§ 10(a)(4), Nov. 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3549; Pub. L. 
109–241, title II, § 201, July 11, 2006, 120 Stat. 519.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 48a (Nov. 15, 1941, 
ch. 471, § 1, 55 Stat. 763). 

Changes were made in phraseology. 81st Congress, 
House Report No. 557. 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Presidential Proclamation No. 5928, referred to in 
subsec. (d), is set out under section 1331 of Title 43, 
Public Lands. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 109–241 added subsec. (d). 
1986—Pub. L. 99–640 amended section generally. Prior 

to amendment, section read as follows: ‘‘The captain of 
the port, Coast Guard district commander, or other of-
ficer of the Coast Guard designated by the Com-
mandant thereof, or the Governor of the Panama Canal 
in the case of the territory and waters of the Canal 
Zone, shall so control the anchorage and movement of 
any vessel, foreign or domestic, in the territorial wa-
ters of the United States, as to insure the safety or se-
curity of such United States naval vessels as may be 
present in his jurisdiction. In territorial waters of the 
United States where immediate action is required, or 
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