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§ 59b. Purchase of office equipment or furnish-
ings by Senators 

(a) Authorization; conditions 

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a 
United States Senator may purchase, upon leav-
ing office or otherwise ceasing to be a Senator 
(except by expulsion), any item or items of of-
fice equipment or office furnishings provided by 
the General Services Administration and then 
currently located and in use in an office of such 
Senator in the State then represented by such 
Senator. 

(b) Request by Senator and arrangement for pur-
chase by Sergeant at Arms of Senate; regula-
tions governing purchase; price 

At the request of any United States Senator, 
the Sergeant at Arms of the Senate shall ar-
range for and make the purchase of equipment 
and furnishings under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion on behalf of such Senator. Each such pur-
chase shall be— 

(1) in accordance with regulations which 
shall be prescribed by the Committee on Rules 
and Administration of the Senate, after con-
sultation with the General Services Adminis-
tration; and 

(2) at a price equal to the acquisition cost to 
the Federal Government of the equipment or 
furnishings so purchased, less allowance for 
depreciation determined under such regula-
tions, but in no instance less than the fair 
market value of such items. 

(c) Remittance of amounts received to General 
Services Administration; disposition 

Amounts received by the Federal Government 
from the sale of items of office equipment or of-
fice furnishings under this section shall be re-
mitted to the General Services Administration 
and credited to the appropriate account or ac-
counts. 

(Pub. L. 93–462, § 2, Oct. 20, 1974, 88 Stat. 1388.) 

§ 59c. Transferred 

CODIFICATION 

Section, Pub. L. 95–94, title I, § 103, Aug. 5, 1977, 91 

Stat. 660; Pub. L. 97–51, § 118, Oct. 1, 1981, 95 Stat. 964, 

which related to disposal of used or surplus furniture 

and equipment by Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of 

Senate, and procedure with respect to deposit of re-

ceipts from sale of such furniture and equipment, was 

transferred to section 117b of this title. 

§ 59d. Transportation of official records and pa-
pers to House Member’s district 

(a) Payment of reasonable expenses from appli-
cable accounts of House; rules and regula-
tions 

Effective August 16, 1978, notwithstanding any 
provision of law and until otherwise provided by 
law, the applicable accounts of the House shall 
be available to pay the reasonable expenses of 
sending or transporting the official records and 
papers of any Member of the House of Rep-
resentatives from the District of Columbia to 
any location designated by such Member in the 
district represented by the Member. 

The Chief Administrative Officer of the House 
of Representatives is authorized and directed to 

provide for the most economical means of send-
ing or transporting such documents to insure 
the orderly and timely delivery to the specified 
location. The Committee on House Oversight 
shall have the authority to issue rules and regu-
lations to carry out the provisions of this sec-
tion. 

(b) ‘‘Member of the House of Representatives’’ 
and ‘‘official records and papers’’ defined 

As used in this section— 
(1) the term ‘‘Member of the House of Rep-

resentatives’’ means a Representative in, or a 
Delegate or Resident Commissioner to, the 
Congress; and 

(2) the term ‘‘official records and papers’’ 
means books, records, papers, and official files 
which could be sent as franked mail. 

(Pub. L. 98–51, title I, § 111(1), July 14, 1983, 97 
Stat. 269; Pub. L. 104–186, title II, § 203(21), Aug. 
20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1728.) 

CODIFICATION 

In subsec. (a), ‘‘August 16, 1978’’ substituted for ‘‘upon 

the date of adoption of this resolution’’ meaning the 

date of adoption of House Resolution No. 1297, which 

was agreed to Aug. 16, 1978. 

Section is based on House Resolution No. 1297, Nine-

ty-fifth Congress, Aug. 16, 1978, which was enacted into 

permanent law by Pub. L. 98–51. 

Sections 1 and 2 of House Resolution No. 1297 were re-

designated subsecs. (a) and (b) of this section, respec-

tively, for purposes of codification. 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104–186, § 203(21)(A)–(C), sub-

stituted ‘‘applicable accounts’’ for ‘‘contingent fund’’ 

in first par. and ‘‘Chief Administrative Officer of the 

House of Representatives’’ for ‘‘Clerk of the House of 

Representatives’’ and ‘‘House Oversight’’ for ‘‘House 

Administration’’ in second par. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 104–186, § 203(21)(D), amended 

par. (1) generally. Prior to amendment, par. (1) read as 

follows: ‘‘the term ‘Member’ means a Representative, a 

Resident Commissioner in the House, and a Delegate to 

the House; and’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-

resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-

tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-

tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999. 

§ 59d–1. Transportation of official records and 
papers to a Senator’s State 

(a) Payment of reasonable transportation ex-
penses 

Upon request of a Senator, amounts in the ap-
propriation account ‘‘Miscellaneous Items’’ 
within the contingent fund of the Senate shall 
be available to pay the reasonable expenses of 
sending or transporting the official records and 
papers of the Senator from the District of Co-
lumbia to any location designated by such Sen-
ator in the State represented by the Senator. 

(b) Sending and transportation 

The Sergeant at Arms and Doorkeeper of the 
Senate shall provide for the most economical 
means of sending or transporting the official 
records and papers under this section while en-
suring the orderly and timely delivery of the 
records and papers to the location specified by 
the Senator. 
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