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§ 28d. Distribution of Precedents by Public Print-
er for official use; particular distribution; 
marking and ownership of sets 

(a) The Public Printer shall make the follow-
ing distribution of sets of the Precedents; 

(1) to each standing or joint committee of 
the Congress which is in existence on October 
18, 1976, or which is established after October 
18, 1976, four sets; 

(2) to the office of the Legislative Counsel of 
the House of Representatives, five sets; 

(3) to the office of the Legislative Counsel of 
the Senate, five sets; 

(4) to the library of the House of Representa-
tives, four sets; 

(5) to the library of the Senate, two sets; 
(6) to the library of the Supreme Court of 

the United States, nine sets; 
(7) to the office of the Official Reporter of 

Debates of the House of Representatives, three 
sets; and 

(8) to the office of the Official Reporter of 
Debates of the Senate, three sets. 

(b) Each set of Precedents distributed by the 
Public Printer under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion shall be for official use. Each such set shall 
be legibly stamped on the front cover ‘‘Property 
of the United States Government.’’ Each such 
set, upon delivery, shall become and remain the 
property of the United States, and may not be 
removed from the building in which is located 
the designated library or office, as the case may 
be. 

(Pub. L. 94–551, § 3, Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2538.) 

§ 28e. Distribution of Precedents by Joint Com-
mittee on Printing of surplus sets; additional 
printing, etc., of sets under authority of Joint 
Committee 

(a) Any set of the Precedents printed and 
bound pursuant to subsection (a) of section 28b 
of this title, not needed to carry out the dis-
tributions required by sections 28b to 28e of this 
title, shall be distributed under the direction of 
the Joint Committee on Printing. 

(b) The Joint Committee on Printing may 
from time to time authorize and direct that ad-
ditional sets of the Precedents, be printed, 
bound, and distributed in such manner as the 
Joint Committee determines will best carry out 
the purposes of sections 28b to 28e of this title. 

(Pub. L. 94–551, § 4, Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2538.) 

§ 29. Condensed and simplified versions of House 
precedents; other useful materials in sum-
mary form; form and distribution to Mem-
bers of Congress, Resident Commissioner 
from Puerto Rico, and others; appointment 
and compensation of personnel; utilization of 
services of personnel of Federal agencies 

The Parliamentarian of the House of Rep-
resentatives shall prepare, compile, and main-
tain on a current basis and in cumulative form, 
for each Congress commencing with the Ninety- 
third Congress a condensed and, insofar as prac-
ticable, up-to-date version of all of the par-
liamentary precedents of the House of Rep-
resentatives which have current use and applica-

tion in the House, together with informative 
text prepared by the Parliamentarian and other 
useful related material in summary form. The 
Parliamentarian shall have such matter printed 
for each Congress on pages of such size and in 
such type and format as he considers advisable 
to promote the usefulness of such matter to the 
Members of the House and shall provide a print-
ed copy thereof to each Member in each Con-
gress, including the Resident Commissioner 
from Puerto Rico, and may make such other dis-
tribution of such printed copies as he considers 
advisable. In carrying out this section, the Par-
liamentarian may appoint and fix the pay of 
personnel and utilize the services of personnel of 
the Library of Congress and the Government 
Printing Office. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title III, § 332, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1186.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section effective immediately prior to noon on Jan. 

3, 1971, see section 601(1) of Pub. L. 91–510, set out as an 

Effective Date of 1970 Amendment note under section 

72a of this title. 

§ 29a. Early organization of House of Representa-
tives 

(a) Caucus or conference for incumbent Mem-
bers reelected to and Members-elect of ensu-
ing Congress; time and procedure for calling 

(1) The majority leader or minority leader of 
the House of Representatives after consultation 
with the Speaker may at any time during any 
even-numbered year call a caucus or conference 
of all incumbent Members of his or her political 
party who have been reelected to the ensuing 
Congress and all other Members-elect of such 
party, for the purpose of taking all steps nec-
essary to achieve the prompt organization of the 
Members and Members-elect of such party for 
the ensuing Congress. 

(2) If the majority leader or minority leader 
calls an organizational caucus or conference 
under paragraph (1), he or she shall file with the 
Clerk of the House a written notice designating 
the date upon which the caucus or conference is 
to convene. As soon as possible after the elec-
tion of Members to the ensuing Congress, the 
Clerk shall furnish each Member-elect of the 
party involved with appropriate written notifi-
cation of the caucus or conference. 

(3) If a vacancy occurs in the office of majority 
leader or minority leader during any even-num-
bered year (and has not been filled), the chair-
man of the caucus or conference of the party in-
volved for the current Congress may call an or-
ganizational caucus or conference under para-
graph (1) by filing written notice thereof as pro-
vided by paragraph (2). 

(b) Payment and reimbursement for travel and 
per diem expenses for Members attending 
caucus or conference; exceptions; regulations 
governing payments and reimbursements; re-
imbursement vouchers 

(1)(A) Each Member-elect (other than an in-
cumbent Member reelected to the ensuing Con-
gress) who attends a caucus or conference called 
under subsection (a) of this section, and each in-
cumbent Member reelected to the ensuing Con-
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1 So in original. Probably should be capitalized. 

gress who attends any such caucus or conference 
convening after the adjournment sine die of the 
Congress in the year involved, shall be paid for 
one round trip between his or her place of resi-
dence in the district which he or she represents 
and Washington, District of Columbia, for the 
purpose of attending such caucus or conference. 
Payment shall be made through the issuance of 
a transportation request form to each such 
Member-elect or incumbent Member by the Fi-
nance Office of the House before such caucus or 
conference. 

(B) Each Member-elect (other than an incum-
bent Member reelected to the ensuing Congress) 
who attends a caucus or conference called under 
subsection (a) of this section shall in addition be 
reimbursed on a per diem or other basis for ex-
penses incurred in connection with his or her at-
tendance at such caucus or conference. 

(2) Payments and reimbursements to Mem-
bers-elect under paragraph (1) shall be made as 
provided (with respect to Members) in the regu-
lations prescribed by the Committee on House 
Oversight with respect to travel and other ex-
penses of committees and Members. Reimburse-
ments shall be paid on special voucher forms 
prescribed by the Committee on House Over-
sight. 

(c) Availability of applicable accounts of House 

The applicable accounts of the House of Rep-
resentatives are made available to carry out the 
purposes of this section. 

(d) Orientation programs for new Members 

With the approval of the majority leader (in 
the case of a Member or Member-elect of the 
majority party) or the minority leader (in the 
case of a Member or Member-elect of the minor-
ity party), subsections (b) and (c) of this section 
shall apply with respect to the attendance of a 
Member or Member-elect at a program con-
ducted by the Committee on House Administra-
tion for the orientation of new members 1 in the 
same manner as such provisions apply to the at-
tendance of the Member or Member-elect at the 
organizational caucus or conference. 

(Pub. L. 93–554, title I, ch. III, Dec. 27, 1974, 88 
Stat. 1777; Pub. L. 104–186, title II, § 202(4), Aug. 
20, 1996, 110 Stat. 1725; Pub. L. 108–447, div. G, 
title I, § 107(a), (b)(1), (c)(1), Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 
3176.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 202 of House Resolution 

No. 988, Ninety-third Congress, Oct. 8, 1974, which was 

enacted into permanent law by Pub. L. 93–554. 

AMENDMENTS 

2004—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 108–447, § 107(a), sub-

stituted ‘‘conference of all’’ for ‘‘conference, to begin 

on or after the first day of December and conclude on 

or before the twentieth day of December in such year 

and to be attended by all’’. 
Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 108–447, § 107(b)(1), sub-

stituted a period for ‘‘for a period not to exceed the 

shorter of the following— 
‘‘(i) the period beginning with the day before the 

designated date upon which such caucus or con-

ference is to convene and ending with the day after 

the date of the final adjournment of such caucus or 

conference; or 

‘‘(ii) fourteen days.’’ 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 108–447, § 107(c)(1), added subsec. 

(d). 

1996—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 104–186, § 202(4)(A), sub-

stituted ‘‘House Oversight’’ for ‘‘House Administra-

tion’’ in two places. 

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–186, § 202(4)(B), substituted 

‘‘applicable accounts of the House of Representatives 

are’’ for ‘‘contingent fund of the House is’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on House Oversight of House of Rep-

resentatives changed to Committee on House Adminis-

tration of House of Representatives by House Resolu-

tion No. 5, One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 6, 1999. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 2004 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 108–447, div. G, title I, § 107(d), Dec. 8, 2004, 118 

Stat. 3177, provided that: ‘‘The amendments made by 

this section [amending this section and section 43b–2 of 

this title] shall apply with respect to the One Hundred 

Tenth Congress and each succeeding Congress.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Pub. L. 93–554 provided that the enactment of House 

Resolution No. 988, Ninety-third Congress, into perma-

nent law is effective Jan. 2, 1975. 

§§ 29b, 29c. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section 29b, based on section 204 of House Resolution 

No. 988, Ninety-third Congress, Oct. 8, 1974, which was 

enacted into permanent law, effective Jan. 2, 1975, by 

Pub. L. 93–554, title I, ch. III, Dec. 27, 1974, 88 Stat. 1777, 

established a Commission on Information and Facili-

ties in House of Representatives to be composed of nine 

members of the House appointed by Speaker, required 

Speaker to appoint an Advisory Council to assist Com-

mission in carrying out its functions, required Commis-

sion to conduct study of informational problems, facili-

ties and space, and House legislative counsel require-

ments, provided for the scope of study of informational 

problems, and required Commission to make an annual 

progress report to Speaker, to complete study of House 

legislative counsel requirements by Jan. 1, 1976, and to 

submit a final report by Jan. 2, 1977. 

Section 29c, based on clause 10, rule I, of the Rules of 

the House of Representatives as in effect before July 17, 

1984, relating to the Office for the Bicentennial for the 

House of Representatives, established by House Resolu-

tion No. 621, Ninety-seventh Congress, Dec. 17, 1982, 

which was enacted into permanent law by Pub. L. 

98–367, title I, § 102, July 17, 1984, 98 Stat. 479, estab-

lished in House of Representatives an Office for the Bi-

centennial of the House of Representatives to coordi-

nate planning of commemoration of two-hundredth an-

niversary of House of Representatives and to be staffed 

by a professional historian appointed by Speaker with-

out regard to political affiliation and solely on basis of 

fitness to perform duties of the position and to serve at 

pleasure of Speaker, and provided that the Office cease 

to exist not later than Sept. 30, 1989, unless otherwise 

provided by law or resolution. Office of the Historian of 

the House of Representatives was established by clause 

10, rule I, of the Rules of the House of Representatives, 

as added on Jan. 3, 1989 (H. Res. 5, 101st Congress). 

§ 29d. Committee on Standards of Official Con-
duct of House of Representatives 

(a) Omitted 

(b) Committee composition 

The respective party caucus or conference of 
the House of Representatives shall each nomi-
nate to the House of Representatives at the be-
ginning of each Congress 7 members to serve on 
the Committee on Standards of Official Conduct. 
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