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(1) AIRPORT SPONSOR.—The term ‘‘airport 
sponsor’’ has the meaning given the term 
‘‘sponsor’’ under section 47102. 

(2) CONGESTED AIRPORT.—The term ‘‘con-
gested airport’’ means an airport that ac-
counted for at least 1 percent of all delayed 
aircraft operations in the United States in the 
most recent year for which such data is avail-
able and an airport listed in table 1 of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration’s Airport Capac-
ity Benchmark Report 2001. 

(3) AIRPORT CAPACITY ENHANCEMENT 
PROJECT.—The term ‘‘airport capacity en-
hancement project’’ means— 

(A) a project for construction or extension 
of a runway, including any land acquisition, 
taxiway, or safety area associated with the 
runway or runway extension; and 

(B) such other airport development 
projects as the Secretary may designate as 
facilitating a reduction in air traffic conges-
tion and delays. 

(4) AVIATION SAFETY PROJECT.—The term 
‘‘aviation safety project’’ means an aviation 
project that— 

(A) has as its primary purpose reducing 
the risk of injury to persons or damage to 
aircraft and property, as determined by the 
Administrator; and 

(B)(i) is needed to respond to a recom-
mendation from the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board, as determined by the 
Administrator; or 

(ii) is necessary for an airport to comply 
with part 139 of title 14, Code of Federal Reg-
ulations (relating to airport certification). 

(5) AVIATION SECURITY PROJECT.—The term 
‘‘aviation security project’’ means a security 
project at an airport required by the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

(6) FEDERAL AGENCY.—The term ‘‘Federal 
agency’’ means a department or agency of the 
United States Government. 

(Added Pub. L. 108–176, title III, § 304(a), Dec. 12, 
2003, 117 Stat. 2538.) 
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§ 47301. Definitions 

In this chapter— 
(1) ‘‘airport property’’ means an interest in 

property used or useful in operating and main-
taining an airport. 

(2) ‘‘airway property’’ means an interest in 
property used or useful in operating and main-
taining a ground installation, facility, or 
equipment desirable for the orderly and safe 
operation of air traffic, including air naviga-
tion, air traffic control, airway communica-
tion, and meteorological facilities. 

(3) ‘‘foreign territory’’ means an area— 

(A) over which no government or a govern-
ment of a foreign country has sovereignty; 

(B) temporarily under military occupation 
by the United States Government; or 

(C) occupied or administered by the Gov-
ernment or a government of a foreign coun-
try under an international agreement. 

(4) ‘‘territory outside the continental United 
States’’ means territory outside the 48 contig-
uous States and the District of Columbia. 

(Pub. L. 103–272, § 1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 
1280.) 

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES 

Revised 
Section 

Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) 

47301(1)–(3) 49 App.:1151. June 16, 1948, ch. 473, § 2, 62 
Stat. 450; Aug. 23, 1958, 
Pub. L. 85–726, § 1403, 72 
Stat. 808. 

47301(4) ...... (no source). 

In this section, the words ‘‘the purposes of’’ and ‘‘The 

term’’ are omitted as surplus. 
In clauses (1) and (2), the words ‘‘real or personal’’, 

‘‘directly or indirectly’’, ‘‘administration’’, and ‘‘(in-

cluding parts and components thereof)’’ are omitted as 

surplus. 
In clause (1), the words ‘‘including . . . (1) land; (2) 

runways, strips, taxiways, and parking aprons; (3) 

buildings, structures, improvements, and facilities, 

whether or not used in connection with the landing and 

take-off of aircraft; and (4) equipment . . . furniture, 

vehicles, and supplies’’ are omitted as being included in 

‘‘an interest in property’’. 
In clause (2), the words ‘‘necessary or’’ are omitted as 

surplus. 

In clause (3), before subclause (A), the words ‘‘of land 

or water’’ are omitted as surplus. In subclause (A), the 

words ‘‘no government or a government of a foreign 

country’’ are substituted for ‘‘no nation or a nation 

other than the United States’’ for consistency in the 

revised title and with other titles of the United States 

Code. The words ‘‘(including territory of undetermined 

sovereignty and the high seas)’’ are omitted as surplus. 

In subclause (C), the words ‘‘government of a foreign 

country’’ are substituted for ‘‘other nation’’ for con-

sistency in the revised title and with other titles of the 

Code. 

Clause (4) is derived from the source provisions of the 

chapter and is included to avoid repeating the phrase 

‘‘territory (including Alaska) outside the continental 

limits of the United States’’. 

§ 47302. Providing airport and airway property 
in foreign territories 

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—Subject to the con-
currence of the Secretary of State and the con-
sideration of objectives of the International 
Civil Aviation Organization— 

(1) the Secretary of Transportation may ac-
quire, establish, and construct airport prop-
erty and airway property (except meteorologi-
cal facilities) in foreign territory; and 

(2) the Secretary of Commerce may acquire, 
establish, and construct meteorological facili-
ties in foreign territory. 

(b) SPECIFIC APPROPRIATIONS REQUIRED.—Ex-
cept for airport property transferred under sec-
tion 47304(b) of this title, an airport (as defined 
in section 40102(a) of this title) may be acquired, 
established, or constructed under subsection (a) 
of this section only if amounts have been appro-
priated specifically for the airport. 
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